Nunavut (NV)
Population: 35,944
Number of K-12 Schools: 19
Number of K-12 Students: 10,107
Number of K-12 E-Learning Programs: 0
Number of K-12 Distance Learning Students: 19
Governance and Regulation
The Education Act, 1999 allows various educational bodies to “authorize, supervise and evaluate
the use of distance learning programs in the provision of the education program” (p. 75). The
Department of Education defines distance learning as involving the use of appropriate
technologies to provide learning experiences for students who are physically separated from their
instructor for the majority of the learning process. Distance learning can be used to provide
access to courses or programs that:
•
•
•
•

cannot be offered locally because of a lack of teacher expertise or sufficient student
numbers;
do not fit into a student’s timetable;
enhance or enrich regular classroom instruction; and/or
can be accessed as a part of a home-schooling program or by students with prolonged
illnesses.

There are also territorial agreements between Nunavut and various distance learning providers,
for example the Alberta Distance Learning Centre (ADLC).
Distance education and/or online learning is not funded differently than traditional brick-andmortar education. However, territorial students who are officially registered as part of a
homeschooling program are eligible to receive up to $1000 of expense reimbursement for
distance education programs to cover the costs of registration fees, books, and equipment.
Finally, the development of a Ministerial Directive regarding access to and delivery of distance
education has been underway since 2012.
K-12 Distance and Online Learning Activity
The Department of Education tracks student enrolment information through its agreements with
distance learning providers. For example, the ADLC grants the Department access to their online
tracking site to verify students’ final marks. During the 2019-20 school year there were 19
students enrolled in courses offered by the ADLC.
K-12 Blended Learning Activity

At present, the Department of Education is not involved in any blended learning initiatives.
Emergency Remote Teaching
Schools closed on March 17, 2020 and remote teaching began on April 21. The Department of
Education launched their remote learning website March 31 and print-based, prepared packages
were sent out to students with limited to no digital devices or internet access. For students unable
to receive packages, community and family-based activities such as hunting and fishing were
encouraged. Report cards were distributed, but were based on progress already met.

