Nova Scotia (NS)

Population: 1,019,725
Number of K-12 Schools: 370
Number of K-12 Students: 131,343

] Number of K-12 Distance Learning Programs: 2
7 Number of K-12 Distance Learning Students: 2,219

Governance and Regulation

The provision of distributed learning (i.e., distance education and online learning) is governed by
provisions included in the agreement between the Government of Nova Scotia and the Nova
Scotia Teachers Union. This collective agreement defines distributed learning as:

a method of instruction that relies primarily on communication between students and
teachers through the internet or other electronic-based delivery, teleconferencing, video
conferencing or e-correspondence. It allows teachers, students, and content to be located
in different, non-centralized locations so that instruction and learning can occur
independent of time and place. (Government of Nova Scotia, 2020, p. 54)

In addition to defining distributed learning, there are several clauses related to distributed
learning teacher working conditions (e.g., requirement that the teacher be certified; requirement
that distributed learning be considered part of the teacher’s formal workload; maximum
distributed learning class size; mandated professional development for distributed learning
teachers; and distributed learning school day can be different, but must be equivalent).

Further, the collective agreement outlines a number of responsibilities for the schools and/or
school boards that choose to operate distributed learning programs:

e schools must have student supervision at the local level when students are engaged in
distributed learning;

e schools must have a local distributed learning coordinator; and

e if the course exists in the student’s local school, they must receive approval from the
school in order to take the course in a distributed learning environment.

Finally, there is a clause that creates a formal mechanism to allow for consultations between
distributed learning program operators and the union through a provincial advisory committee.

K-12 Distance and Online Learning Activity

The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development manages two active
Distributed Learning programs available to NS public school students, the Nova Scotia Virtual
School (NSVS) and what was the Correspondence Studies Program. now the Nova Scotia
Independent Online Learning (NSOIL). Students at all public high schools, including Adult High



Schools managed by the Department of Labour, Skills & Immigration, have access to courses
through NS Distributed Learning. The NSVS provided online courses to approximately 2,174
students during the 2022-23 school year.

In February 2023, the province launched the new Nova Scotia Independent Online Learning
(NSOIL) program (which replaced the old Correspondence Studies Program). This program is
designed for students who need a flexible schedule where they can work toward high school
credits independently. Courses are hosted in the learning management system and designed for
independent learning with virtual support from a course Mentor. Course Mentors are licensed
teachers in the subject area who do not teach the course, but provide oral and written feedback on
student formative and summative assessments and meet with students at designated points in
each unit of study to offer course-specific, personalized advice on each student’s progress and
next steps. Registration is currently managed and submitted to the Department of Education and
Early Childhood Development by the student’s School Contact, generally a School Counsellor or
Registrar. There were 45 students enrolled in this program during the 2022-23 school year.

K-12 Blended Learning Activity

All teacher, administrators and students from primary up to returning graduates have access to
blended learning tools through Google Workspace for Education and a variety of other
platforms. Most teachers continue to use Google Classroom to organize and share course their
own class resources. The learning management is also available to teachers as a blended learning
platform and is used to share resources with all teachers and students at most grade levels. The
required Citizenship 9 course includes a blended component through Moodle.

Every school has access to a variety of blended learning options, and their use may vary
throughout the school year. As such, it is difficult to draw conclusions from usage data, which is
not explicitly tracked over time.
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